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Considering 
namesakes
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• Strategic Plan Goal 3: Inclusive & Supportive 
Culture

– Every student, staff, family, and community 
member will feel valued and supported while 
working, learning, and partnering with MVWSD

• Want to make sure all students, staff and 
families feel included and comfortable in 
MVWSD

• School names play a role

Alignment to Strategic Plan
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BP 7310

Schools, Leased Buildings and Facilities are 
named in recognition of:
• Individuals, living or deceased, that have made outstanding 

contributions, including financial  to the school community
• Individuals, living or deceased, who have made contributions of 

statewide, national, or worldwide significance
• The geographic area in which the school or building is located 

Board Policy
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Process to 
Determine 
Namesakes
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• Gather feedback from community 
stakeholders
– Identify attributes and values 

• Appoint a citizen advisory committee
– using the attributes and values develop a list of 

names

• Hold a public hearing on the name 
• If needed the Board of Trustees can 

determine the duration of the named facility

BP 7310
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Community input: Values / Attributes
Example of input from past naming process
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Research findings
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• Recent research for Huff Elementary student 
activity discovered:

• “History of Santa Clara County” by Eugene 
Taylor Sawyer

•
•

Research
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•

• Reviewed other MVWSD names; initial 
research does not show concerns about 
others 

Research
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Impact
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• School names carry the attributes of the 
namesake

• We want names to signify inclusion
• Current political and social context make 

ethnic and racial inclusion even more 
important

• MVWSD has a school named after 
undocumented immigrant (Jose Antonio 
Vargas)

Considering namesakes
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• Some people will have emotional attachment to 
old name

• Want to be sensitive to current Huff family 
members

• Keeping the name is not in line with District values

• Costs to replace signs, etc

Impact of name change
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Next Steps and 
Questions for the 
Board
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• Is other information needed before a decision is 
made

• Does the Board want to explore a new name for 
Huff Elementary?

– If yes then staff will develop a timeline and 
begin to engage the Huff Community

• Other considerations?

Next Steps and Questions 


