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Board Resolution
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The resolution passed by the Board on January 
26, 2023 has guided the work of the district and 
advisory council.   

Board Resolution 05-012623 Climate 
Change and Green Schoolyards 
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Strategic Plan 
2027
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• Equitable distribution of resources that support 
student success.

• Goal 5a: Ensure facilities and resources equitably 
serve all students.

Strategic Plan 2027
Goal Area 5 
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● Resolution this spring by the Board refreshed our 
efforts
○ MVWSD has the opportunity to be a leader when 

it comes to greening initiatives 
■ The District already recycles, composts, has 

installed LED lighting and solar panels but 
MVWSD can do do more

● We want to make a plan to guide and consistently 
implement our efforts moving forward

Board of Trustee Direction
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Benchmarking…

Learning from Industry leaders
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● Los Angeles Unified SD has had a “Learning Green, 
LAUSD Sustainability Initiative” for over 10 years.  

○ Department of 16 people focusing only on on 
sustainability. 

○ Has in-house architectural and engineering 
teams.

● Won many awards including the Green Ribbon 
District Sustainability National Award by the US 
Department of Education.

Looking To Others
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LAUSD Program Areas
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● Energy Conservation: reduce energy use.
● Water Stewardship: reduce water consumption.
● Education and Awareness: educate students, 

develop partnerships, and celebrate.
● High Performing Schools: apply best practices from 

Collaborative High Performance Schools (CHIPS), 
Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (LEED).

Program Areas explained
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● Campus Ecology-increase green space, outdoor 
learning, school gardens, permeable surfaces, and 
reduce heat island effect.

● Emerging Technologies-when appropriate pilot 
emerging technologies in schools and partner with 
industry leaders, utilities, and municipal partners.

 

Program Areas explained
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● Consensus on Program-Level Priorities
● Allow flexibility to execute specific strategies as 

opportunities and technologies evolve.

Benefits of Program Areas
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Operationalizing 
the Resolution
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• Goals is to create a sustainability plan 
– We believe the goals of the Board resolution can 

best be met by mirroring aspects of LAUSD’s 
overall program.

– Each area requested by the resolution will be 
incorporated into the plan. 

Our Board Resolution 
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Possible programmatic areas
● CAMPUS ECOLOGY

○ Greening Index, Greening Score, Greening Metric, Greening Plan
● HIGH PERFORMANCE SCHOOLS

○ High Performance Design Metrics (CHPS, LEED)
● WATER STEWARDSHIP 

○ Reduce Water Consumption, Replenish Groundwater/Stormwater Mgmt 
● EDUCATION AND AWARENESS

○ Environmental Sustainability
○ Sustainability Advisory Council, Collaborative Approach
○ Curriculum & Learning Opportunities
○ Partnerships, State & Federal Sustainability Initiatives

● EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES
○ Green Vehicles & Equipment
○ Cost & Schedule Challenges

● ENERGY CONSERVATION
○ Transition to clean, renewable energy
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Task Force Members 

● Wide range of individuals that represent the 
community. Includes parents, staff, Canopy, Green 
Spaces Mountain View, and Living Classroom.  

● Members’ experience include a Ph.D. in Energy and 
Resources, EPA food recovery, Ph.D. in Ecology & 
Natural Resources, Indigenous Community, graduate 
degrees in environmental engineering, parents that 
are passionate about sustainable food choices, 
parents who have been actively involved in 
environmental groups in Mountain View.
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More advisors will be added as the committee 
continues it work.  Currently the committee is 
working with:

● Landscape Architect: Carducci and Associates 
● Construction Management: Greystone West

Advisors
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Meeting Schedule 
and Topics
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Schedule
Date Topic

August 16, 2023 Food & Student Health, Plastic/Foodware

September 20, 2023 Greenspace for Schools/Community, Stormwater Management/Recycling

October 28, 2023 Urban Forests & Greening School Campuses, Living 
Classroom/Resilience Partnerships (Federal, State, Municipal, NGO)

November 22, 2023 Green Vehicles & Equipment, Cost & Schedule Changes: Capital Projects, 
Operations/Maintenance, Equipment/Vehicles, Campus Ecology: Greening 
Index & Scores

December 13, 2023 Environmental Sustainability, Curriculum & Learning Opportunities

January 24, 2024 Environmental Sustainability, Review Draft Plan, Campus Ecology: Plans 
& Revised Scores

February 28, 2024 Review Draft Plan

March 13, 2024 Review Draft Plan, Campus Ecology: Prioritized Program

May 2, 2024 Board Presentation, Draft

May 16, 2024 Board Presentation, Final

*Topics partially driven by member requests 
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● August 17, 2023
● November 16, 2023
● February 29, 2024
● May 2, 2024- present draft plan 
● May 16, 2024-present final plan

Board Update Schedule
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Solar Update and 
Savings
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Deck to be added from NV5/Sage
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Questions on solar?

Questions
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Greening Index 
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Environmental 
Sustainability 
Committee 
meetings YTD 
Feedback
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Small Changes in 
the New Year
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Child Nutrition Share Carts
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• Moving from our spork 
packet to birch wood.

• Birch wood is one of 
the few totally 
compostable woods 
and is free of toxins. 

• Eventually will move 
towards metal cutlery 

Take only what you need and new 
compostable materials 
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New Recycle, Compost, and Trash 
Receptacles at every site
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Next Steps
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• Reapply for $175,000 Green School Yards Cal 
Fire Grant at Castro (not selected for 2023).  

• Submit application for the Green Ribbon School 
award.   

• Will continue to monitor for other 
opportunities and that we have a reasonable 
chance of being awarded. 

Grants and Green Ribbon 
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• Becoming a truly sustainable school district 
takes time, financial commitment, and is a 
culture shift
– Students, parents, and staff will have to adjust to 

new ways of doing things.  Sometimes this 
adjustment is not easy.  

• Focusing on effective programs is time 
consuming
– Have to collect data and assess efforts
– Training programs and staff time to implement 

Road Forward
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Feedback
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Do these programmatic areas align with 
board direction?
● CAMPUS ECOLOGY

○ Greening Index, Greening Score, Greening Metric, Greening Plan
● HIGH PERFORMANCE SCHOOLS

○ High Performance Design Metrics (CHPS, LEED)
● WATER STEWARDSHIP 

○ Reduce Water Consumption, Replenish Groundwater/Stormwater Mgmt 
● EDUCATION AND AWARENESS

○ Environmental Sustainability
○ Sustainability Advisory Council, Collaborative Approach
○ Curriculum & Learning Opportunities
○ Partnerships, State & Federal Sustainability Initiatives

● EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES
○ Green Vehicles & Equipment
○ Cost & Schedule Challenges

● ENERGY CONSERVATION
○ Transition to clean, renewable energy


