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Guiding Principles 



Mountain View Whisman School District

• Equitable distribution of resources that 
support student success.

• Goal 5a: Ensure facilities and resources 
equitably serve all students.

Strategic Plan 2027
Goal Area 5 
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• In December of 2019, the Board approved the 
Master Facilities Plan (MFP) which prioritizes the 
work of Measure T.

• After a community input process, the large trees 
at the front of Vargas were removed due to 
damage caused to cars by falling pine cones and 
the danger they posed to people.

• Prior to removing the trees, the Board explored 
building a carport using Measure T funds and the 
District paid to have the pinecones harvested.  

  

Master Facility Plan 

4



Mountain View Whisman School District

• Replace trees along N. Whisman Rd
– Exceeding 2:1 District Standard Ratio

• Improving campus greening
– Providing optimal soil mass for trees and shrubs with native plant 

material

• Provide flexible, informal outdoor learning spaces
– Utilizing natural materials (boulders, logs, stumps, etc)
– Multi-Use of experiencing nature, recreation, play, therapy and 

learning

• Increasing inner campus tree canopy
• Supporting District goals of existing campus programs and 

curriculum 

Conceptual Plan Goals 
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1/24/2023 VARGAS FEEDBACK MEETING

• Zoom Meeting, 4:30-5:30 pm
• Approximately 25 attendees.  Including but not 

limited to:
– Living Classroom 
– Green Spaces Mountain View
– Parents
– Trustee
– District staff

Public Feedback Recap
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GENERAL SUMMARY OF INPUT

• Living classroom space improvements
– Need a minimum of 1000 SF of garden space
– More wood planters for classroom instruction 

(8’x4’x15”) and native habitat gardens
• Need green space resources

– Fairy gardens / Imaginative play
– Recycling/compost program
– Planting areas at grade
– Native planting/Pollinator gardens

• More large canopy shade trees are beneficial
– Without fruit, large seeds, sap, etc.
– At school frontage and within interior of the 

campus
• Partnering with City, Canopy, Living Classroom, 

Dark Sky, Green Schoolyards America, etc.



Mountain View Whisman School District

• Adding nature to sensory play & therapeutic proposed spaces
• Broad canopy trees for maximum shade & carbon sequestration
• Irrigation updates and training
• Protecting and relocating donated buddy bench that’s currently 

north of YMCA portables/classrooms
• Diverse and native trees and shrub selections

– For seasonal color
– Deciduous vs evergreen
– Supportive of native habitat instruction
– Shade and Beauty 

Additional Feedback
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Mountain View Whisman School District

• Four square is most popular hardcourt play
– Hopscotch areas not used
– Acceptable to relocate four square to EVA lane areas for optimizing 

greening opportunities to inner courtyard
– Wall ball, dropshot basketball and varied play striping desired

• Fenced kinder lunch tables may be relocated under solar canopy to 
expand greening and outdoor learning opportunities, such as living 
classroom space
– Fencing can also be adjusted as needed

• Play structure areas are highly used - for active and passive play
• Opportunities for for greening at parking lot and perimeter along 

N. Whisman Rd

Site Visit Input & Observations
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Schematic Design Drawings
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Last Conceptual Plan (dated 1.12.2023)
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Updated SD Plan 
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Existing Conditions and Constraints

12



Mountain View Whisman School District

Tree Canopy and Counts 
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SD Image Board
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SD Image Board
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SD Image Board
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Budget
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Schematic Design Budget
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Schedule
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Schematic Design Schedule
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Questions
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