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Welcome to the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) School Gardens Guidebook. LAUSD promotes the 

development of sustainable school greening projects that benefit the health and well-being of the school 

community, as well as providing opportunities for students to engage and learn outdoors. Whether you are 

interested in expanding an existing garden or developing a new one, this guidebook will serve as a 

resource to help inspire a garden design that works best for your school community.   

INTRODUCTION 

WHY GREEN OUR SCHOOLS? 

A BRIEF GREENING HISTORY AT LAUSD 

In 1997 an initiative known as the Greening Project was developed to increase green spaces instead 

of repaving asphalt on school grounds. Since then, LAUSD’s Board of Education and Citizens’ Bond Oversight 

Committee have passed several resolutions and initiatives that support developing green spaces on school 

campuses to promote health, well-being, and education. These initiatives include Community School Parks, the 

District’s Sustainable Environment Enhancing Developments for Schools (SEEDS) bond-funded program, and a 30% 

greening goal for new school construction projects.    

Currently there are more than 450 gardens throughout LAUSD school campuses. Some school sites have developed 

greening projects through state grants, such as Prop A and Prop 84, while most greening projects have been 

developed through partnerships with local nonprofit and community groups.  

Greening efforts can help:  

• Increase sustainability and protect natural resources 

• Enhance the school environment to promote outdoor learning environments 

• Create opportunities for instructional tie-ins with the common-core curriculum 

• Inspire our students to become the next generation of environmental stewards 

• Promote healthy lifestyles and build communities 

LEO POLITI ES 
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WHAT IS GREENING? 

LAUSD considers “greening” to be a broad range of projects that may include permeable surfaces, shade 

elements, natural ground materials, and sustainable features to create spaces for passive and active play. The 

design and scale of projects will vary across early education centers, elementary, middle, and high schools. 



 

1. Engage Stakeholders – First, gain the support of the school administration and your school’s Complex Project 

Manager (CPM). The CPM will help guide the community-supported initiative through the appropriate channels. 

Then, engage community members like a PTA or local businesses, local district members, or a non-

profit community partner organization. A community partner organization may offer support in funding, design of 

the garden, curriculum, ongoing maintenance, and may help to initiate community support. The key to building 

this commitment is engaging the school and community stakeholders in the planning process, gathering input 

from teachers, students, families, and the local community to integrate the garden design with the school’s 

mission, values, and curriculum.    

2. Secure Funding – Funding can be secured through several options. You can apply to the LAUSD bond funded 

SEEDS Program (see page 13). Or, you can self fund a project through a Community Initiated Project (see page 

14) using Parent/Teacher group funds, or work with a partner organization to help identify local and national 

grants that your school may be eligible for. Local businesses may also be a good partner that 

can provide landscaping materials and monetary donations.  

3. Choose a Garden Type – The garden should meet the needs of the individual school community and the unique 

layout of each campus. The principal and the CPM will be able to help identify a space for the garden that doesn’t 

interfere with other planned projects at the school. Gardens can serve various purposes, so work with the 

stakeholders to decide which garden type would work best for your students. Keep in mind that a garden needs 

to be accessible to all students per the Americans with Disabilities Act.  

4. Commit to Ongoing Maintenance – LAUSD does not provide ongoing maintenance for the garden, so it is up to 

the school community – students, teachers, community partners, and parents to help the garden thrive. This 

encourages students to become responsible stewards of their outdoor learning environment, while 

cultivating community relationships. The ability to maintain a garden can help to determine what kind of garden 

would work best for your school.  

LAUSD recognizes a School Garden as outdoor space integrated with nature that inspires learning. If your school 

has a space that you would like to turn into a garden, follow these initial steps to start a school garden:   

HOW TO START A SCHOOL GARDEN 

Glenfeliz ES SEEDS Garden has an outdoor learning environment with natural logs for sitting, and a thriving edible and 

flower garden. 
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This guide focuses on the following five garden types. Keep reading to learn more about their purpose, 

features, and maintenance requirements. 

TYPES OF SCHOOL GARDENS 

CANTERBURY ES SHERMAN OAKS ES 

HABITAT GARDEN 

JORDAN HS ESPERANZA ES 

SAN FERNANDO HS 

READING GARDEN 

MULTI-USE GARDEN EDIBLE GARDEN 

AGRICULTURAL AREA 
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