
Table 1. CDC Indicators and Thresholds for Community Transmission of COVID-191

Indicator

Low 

Transmission

Blue

Moderate 

Transmission

Yellow

Substantial 

Transmission

Orange

High 

Transmission

Red

Total new cases

per 100,000 

persons in the past 

7 days2

0-9 10-49 50-99 ≥100

Percentage of 

NAATs that are 

positive during the 

past 7 days3

<5.0% 5.0%-7.9% 8.0%-9.9% ≥10.0%

1

1If the two indicators suggest different levels, the actions corresponding to the higher threshold should be chosen. County-level data on total 

new cases in the past 7 days and test percent positivity are available on the County View tab in CDC’s COVID Data Tracker.

2Total number of new cases per 100,000 persons within the last 7 days is calculated by adding the number of new cases in the county (or other 

community type) in the last 7 days divided by the population in the county (or other community type) and multiplying by 100,000.

3Percentage of positive diagnostic and screening NAATs during the last 7 days is calculated by dividing the number of positive tests in the 

county (or other administrative level) during the last 7 days by the total number of tests resulted over the last 7 days. Additional information can 

be found on the Calculating Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) Laboratory Test Percent Positivity: CDC 

Methods and Considerations for Comparisons and Interpretation webpage.


