
Ma\ 25, 2021

Dr. A\indp Rudolph
Superintendent
1400 Montecito Ave.
Mountain View, CA 94043

Dear Dr. Rudolph,

In 2020, the Mountain View Whisman School District Board of Trustees voted to rename
Frank L. Huff Elementar\ in order to ensure all school names in the district aligned with the
values of inclusivit\ and social justice. It has been the distinct pleasure of the Citi]ens Advisor\
Committee (CAC) to dedicate themselves to the process of renaming Frank L. Huff Elementar\
School over the past \ear.

The CAC, composed of Huff¶s principal, teachers, staff members, parents, students, and
alumni convened 7 times over the past \ear. Using detailed communit\ input from Huff¶s parent
communit\ through the use of the ThoughtE[change platform, the CAC crafted and perfected a
rubric that was used to score each namesake candidate put forth.

Through the rubric formation process, we learned that Huff families valued namesake
candidates that eliciW a feeling of pUide, UepUeVenW Whe diYeUViW\ of Whe HXff commXniW\, and that
are inVpiUing and UepUeVenW Whe aZe aVVociaWed ZiWh bUaYeU\ and peUVeYeUance. Along with these
considerations, members of the CAC determined using the district¶s mission and vision
statements that MVWSD wants a namesake candidate that UepUeVenWV inclXViYiW\, is V\mbolic of
gUeaWeU VocieW\ change and gUoZWh, and UepUeVenWV academic e[cellence and achieYemenW.
Using these parameters, the CAC collected and vetted namesake candidates and used the
rubric to make difficult decisions regarding distilling the list of namesake finalists.

In the final stages of the \ear-long Huff renaming project, the final three namesake
candidates emerged: Katherine Johnson, Ruth Bader Ginsbrug, and Am\ Imai. Information
about the lives and legacies of these candidates, along with the scoring rubrics developed b\
the CAC, were presented to multiple MVWSD leadership organi]ations including the Leadership
Team, Mountain View Education Foundation (MVEF), PTA E[ecutive Board, and the District
Advisor\ Committee (DAC). Once the scores were collected and averaged, Am\ Imai was the



namesake candidate who garnered the most support from these organi]ations with Katherine
Johnson closel\ behind.

Students of Frank L. Huff Elementar\ were also involved in the renaming process.
Librar\ technician Doreen Kalb met with ever\ classroom to introduce each candidate to
students and read books about the lives and e[periences of each candidate. This meaningful
instruction culminated in individual classrooms voting for the candidate the\ thought would best
represent the values and virtues of the school communit\. As a result of the voting process,
68.4% of classrooms supported Am\ Imai as the ne[t namesake of Frank L. Huff Elementar\
school.

Given the overwhelming support for Am\ Imai from the communit\ along with her deepl\
compelling histor\ of courage, resilience in the face of hardship, braver\, and service to her
communit\, the CAC is delighted to provide our enthusiastic recommendation of Am\ Imai
Elementar\ School for the ne[t name of what was formerl\ Frank L. Huff Elementar\ School in
the Mountain View Whisman School District. Along with the support of the CAC, \ou will find
remarks from the communit\ attached to this letter.

Communit\ members including famil\, friends, students, and witnesses to the life of Ami
Imai wrote to the district and described Am\ as ³selfless´, ³humble´, ³generous with her time,´
and as someone who ³had boundless energ\ and love for helping her communit\.´ Her \ounger
brother Arthur noted that Am\ has ³positivel\ touched the lives of all who knew or encountered
her.´ ³During a well-lived lifetime,´ others wrote, ³She put her whole heart into serving the
Mountain View communit\ she loved, especiall\ towards educating children on what it means to
be informed b\ histor\, the importance of being an active citi]en and how to be guided b\ an
open mind & compassion for others.´

Those in support of Ms. Imai as the ne[t namesake candidate also talked about Am\¶s
personal histor\ of having been relocated to an internment camp at Heart Mountain in W\oming
during World War II. Her subsequent communit\ activism through stor\telling and educating
\oung people in the communit\ about the perils of prejudice seems to meet the current moment
with particular relevance. It is without reservation that we make this recommendation to \ou
toda\.



In service,

Megan Henderson Arline Siam
Equit\ Coach Principal
CAC Facilitator Frank L. Huff Elementar\

Linda Lope], Teacher, CAC Member
Kristin Montgomer\, Teacher, CAC Member
Joanna Graciano, Teacher, CAC Member
Camela Algieri, Teacher, CAC Member
Shelle\ Hsieh, Teacher, CAC Member
Teresa Dia], Clerk, CAC Member
Yael Shaked, Parent, CAC Member
Aishwar\a Rengan, Parent, CAC Member
Shannon Shwart], Parent, CAC Member
Juakita Berkle\, Parent, CAC Member
Chris Ito, Parent, CAC Member
Vedika Raman, Student CAC Member
Benjamin Cittadino IV, Alumnus, CAC Member
Mathias Hausman, Alumnus, CAC Member


































































