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• Develop an Urban Model concept of schools 
that uses a smaller footprint.
– Includes type of school model (elementary, K-8)

• Identify viable locations for school(s)

• Develop an Urban School model that aligns 
the unique learning environment with 
MVWSD vision and goals

Master Plan Key Goals
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Student Generation Rates….
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North Bayshore 
Impact on 
Northern Schools
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3 Planned Neighborhoods 
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Northern Schools
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Development of 
North Bayshore 
Master Plan
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North Bayshore’s Complete Neighborhoods 
include a mix of land uses and amenities. These 
Complete Neighborhood areas are planned 
around walkable access to transit, open space, 
and services.  

~pg. 32

Language from Precise Plan
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Updated Offer
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The need for urban schools
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• The site could have contaminants that we are 
unaware of (plumes / EPA cleanup sites)

• High groundwater table may limit the 
capacity for underground parking

• Adjustments are needed to improve student 
safety - currently the community isn’t 
student-pedestrian friendly

• Natural sunlight limitations

Environmental concerns raised from 
site visit with CDE
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Site Analysis 
performed by 
Google
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Travel routes
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Travel routes
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Canyon effect caused by surrounding 
buildings
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Funding options
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Sobrato Settlement
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• Site requirements for middle schools are too 
massive thus:
– it was determined that MVWSD would replace 

one-story building with new two-story buildings
– Building cost for Middle School

• City offered to contribute funds for green 
space ~ 2 to 2.5 acres
– This amount will be donated by the City and 

resulted in a “credit”

How the settlement was developed
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• Transfer of Development rights (TDRs)
• State reimbursement
• Developer fees
• Voluntary mitigation agreements

Other options
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Lessons learned
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Lessons Learned
Jean Parker Elementary School
● Provide shared facilities for students on upper levels  (e.g., 

library on 2nd level, rooftop playcourt on 3rd level)

● Provide faculty/admin facilities on upper levels

● Use covered walkways/breezeways along south face of 

classrooms to shade classroom spaces

● Orient windows in classrooms to the north for natural daylight

● Maximize single-loaded corridors & orient to courtyards

● Create villages/communities on the upper levels
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Lessons Learned
Tenderloin Community Elem. School
● Minimize double-loading corridors

● End long corridors with shared facilities or open spaces

● Minimize south-facing classroom spaces

● Use shade structures and softscape on rooftop play areas

● Provide direct connections between MUR & open play areas

● Provide daylight into interior spaces



40Mountain View Whisman School District



41Mountain View Whisman School District

Lessons Learned
Horace Mann Elementary School
● Provide shared facilities for students on upper levels 

(e.g., library on 2nd level, rooftop playcourt on 3rd level)

● Provide faculty/admin facilities on upper levels

● MUR adjacent to open play areas and outdoor courtyards

● Direct service access to MUR from street

● Multiple controlled campus entrances from street edges 

● Curbside pickup/dropoff

● Street trees shade/cool multi-story buildings & open play areas
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Lessons Learned
Urban School of San Francisco
● Vary surfaces and furnishings on rooftop play areas (e.g. lawn, 

benches, gardens, terraces)

● Place trees alongside rooftop play areas to provide shade

● Be creative about rooftop containment fencing/enclosures

● Provide visual connections to exterior landscapes

● Use large, multi-story open spaces to connect upper level spaces

● Provide informal gathering areas on all levels

● Provide indoor/outdoor visual & physical connectivity 



44Mountain View Whisman School District



45Mountain View Whisman School District

Lessons Learned
Nueva School 
● Use rooftop terraces/gardens as extensions of 

interior common areas

● Maximize flexible interior/exterior wall systems to 

connect spaces
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Preliminary Site Concepts
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Feedback and 
Next Steps
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Feedback

● Taking into account the designs of other 
urban school models, what feedback do you 
have regarding the preliminary design of the 
school?

● Considering the land constraints, what other 
considerations should staff consider while 
working with developers?

● Is there any other feedback for staff?
● How many kids do you envision on this site?
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Next Steps

• Staff will work with Board President to 
schedule a study session with Trustees / 
community to explore urban school designs

• Continue to meet with developers to work 
through funding and site location

• Continue to work with representatives from 
Google to attend Board meeting 


